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Upcoming Events:  

• Focus Group—September 3rd 

• Focus Group—September 6th 

• Focus Group—September 10th 

• ROC Open House—Sept. 10th 

• Trin-Olympics—September 13th 

• Focus Group—September 14th 

• Central PA Food Bank—Sept. 16th 

• Youth Worship Asst. Training—

September 17th 

• Alive Jr. High Event—Sept. 22-24 

• First Communion Instruction—

September 26th 
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 Trinity Lutheran Church 

From Pastor Mike: “ROOTS, And Growing For the Future” 

In the days ahead, we will be talking about ROOTS.  

What has made Trinity the place it is? What has 

made this church thrive in a time when we continue 

to see “mainline” (protestant) denominations failing 

to survive?  

I would say, “We have really good ROOTS.” 

“ROOTS” are the product of many things—created by 

loved ones who came before us, borne of good for-

tune and grace (i.e., like a great “street presence”), 

and, of course, nourished by the love of God lived out.  

And it’s that “lived out” part that’s so important.  

Almost 20 years ago, Trinity made a decision to be-

come inclusive in terms of how we worship. Church leaders who visit us still marvel that we have simply 

made this a “way of life”—that petty “worship wars” do not exist here.  

We’ve also made decisions to open our arms to children and focus some of our energy on them. A few 

years back, when the synod made a video about our church, I was present at the synod assembly 

(involving 200 or so congregations) when it was viewed. When pictures of our kids singing appeared, 

there were audible gasps all around me! People could not believe we had children in our church—and so 

many! (It made me sad, but it also reminded me we’ve done the right things.) 

Finally, we’ve tried to support each other in every phase of life.  

In all of this, we’ve lived out the love of God and grown our own “ROOTS.” We’ve added to the solid 

foundation that was given to us. We haven’t allowed ourselves to stagnate. We’ve taken chances along 

the way, loved each other through disagreements, and chosen to grow.  

And now? We are looking at another opportunity with our capital campaign.          (Continued on Page 2) 

Focus Group Meetings—We Want to Hear From You 

Council, staff and the Renova-

tions Task Force have been 

working hard to develop plans 

for Phase II of Trinity’s renova-

tions.  We now need to hear 

from you.   

Focus Group meetings are 

scheduled to give every Trinity 

member the opportunity to 

learn about the proposed reno-

vations, and offer input.  

Please plan to attend one of 

the following meetings. 

Congregational Meeting 

Sunday, Sept. 17, 2017 

Vote by ballot for approval of 

Phase II Renovations. 

• Aug. 27th: 8:45AM, 

10:00AM, & 11:15AM 

• Aug. 29th: 7:00PM 

• Sept. 3rd: 8:45AM, 

10:00AM, & 11:15AM 

• Sept. 6th: 7:00PM 

• Sept. 14th: 7:00PM 

Updates and information 

about the renovation process 

will be provided on Sept. 

10th at 9:45 AM and 

11:00AM. 
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Pastor Mike’s Message: (Continued from Page 1) 

cant way that, we feel, will help 

us grow more ROOTS as we 

step into the future. (For details, 

come to a Focus Group Meet-

ing!!) 

What we will see in this process 

is that there are a lot of opin-

ions at Trinity! Some might raise 

the question, “Why replace 

money that was in savings for 

work we had done—isn’t that 

what the money was for?” 

Someone at the same table 

might say: “We shouldn’t just 

replace that money, we should 

do it with interest!” 

Some might question the worth 

of making a significant building 

change—others will feel we are 

not attempting to do enough.  

A new adult ed. opportunity. 

As we talk about our roots, 

we’re looking at next steps in 

the growing process, and that 

means we will be asking each 

other to support some changes 

to our building. In truth, many of 

the changes have been already 

made out of sheer necessity, 

and the campaign will seek to 

replace funds we’ve already 

utilized from savings.  

Again, in truth, much that is on 

“our wish list” is there out of 

sheer necessity. Things like a 

new elevator (replacing our old 

one), a new flat roof over the 

offices, and a new sign are 

hardly luxury items.  

But, we are also looking to 

change our building in a signifi-

But I know this congregation, 

and we will love each other 

through disagreements and (I 

truly believe) choose the excit-

ing path before us and grow.  

You are part of the ROOTS of 

this place. We need you. We 

all need to join in the Focus 

Group conversations ahead of 

us and become part of the 

decision concerning about our 

possible next steps.  

Thank you for being part of 

this church, for your hard work 

and generosity. Thank you for 

making Trinity a place where 

the gospel continues to grow.  

Join us as we look to the fu-

ture and celebrate our ROOTS! 

Coming This Fall—Adult Education Opportunity at 11:00 AM 

This Fall, Trinity will begin to 

offer another adult education 

class that will allow you to at-

tend the traditional worship 

service and also attend adult 

Sunday School.  

Beginning September 17th, Alex 

DeCaria will lead an 11:00 a.m. 

adult class which will focus on 

studying books of the Bible, and 

Bible-related topics such as the 

Lutheran confessions. 

This class will meet in Room 

209.  Everyone is welcome! 

Strong Roots; Strong Future 

It’s time to get the year started!  

Families:  join us for a very spe-

cial ROC (Raised on Christ) 

Open House on Sunday, Sep-

tember 10.  Classroom teachers 

will be in their rooms from 9:45 

to 10:00 am for you to drop in, 

meet the teachers, and see 

your children’s’ classrooms. 

At 10:00am, families, teachers, 

and all members of Trinity will 

gather in the fellowship hall for 

a reception, presentation, and 

social time together.  Be sure to 

bring along your ticket issued in 

classrooms that morning for a 

special gift! 

Classroom locations: 

•   Ages 2 through Kindergarten 

classrooms are located on the 

first floor of the Education Wing.  

You can access this space by 

passing the Bagel Café area 

and walking back the hallway. 

•   First, second, and third 

grades are on the second floor 

on the Education Wing.  Use 

either staircase to visit these 

classrooms. 

•   Fourth and fifth grades will 

meet in the Old Fellowship Hall 

for Storytelling through the Arts.  

This room is in the lowest level 

of the church and up the ramp 

next to the main staircase that 

descends to the fellowship hall. 

•   Our Jr. High class – grades 

6 through 8 – will meet on the 

second floor of Trinity Place.  

Use the first door on your right 

as you step onto the back 

porch of the house. 

•   Sr. High - grades 9-12 -  will 

once again meet on the first 

floor of Trinity Place.  Use the 

door with the glass pane for 

entrance. 

This will be a great day of cele-

bration, fellowship, and fun!  

Don’t miss it! 

ROC Open House—September 10th 

Join us as we kick-off our Fall  

programming! 
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Wednesday Night  

Schedule: 

5:45pm - 7:15pm 

• Sr. High Supper Club 

        

6:15 pm - 6:45 pm 

• Children’s Choir 

 

6:15 pm - 7:15pm 

• Preschool BOLD for 

ages 4 and 5 

 

6:45 pm - 7:45pm 

• Elementary & Teen 

BOLD  

Register Your Child/Youth Today! 

If you have kids in your life, be 

sure to get your copy of our new 

brochure!  Inside you will find 

information about Trinity pro-

grams for children, youth, and 

families of all ages.   

Read and learn more about Sun-

day morning ROC, Wednesday 

night BOLD, Ministry Milestones 

we celebrate, and the ways we 

serve together.  Put this handy 

reference on your fridge so you 

don’t miss any of our special 

events through the year. 

Brochures were mailed to homes 

in August, are available at Trinity, 

and can be downloaded at our 

website. 

Carnival Trin-Olympics is Coming September 13th! 

Kick off the BOLD year with Carni-

val TrinOlympics!  All age groups – 

PreK through 12th grade – will 

begin in the Fellowship Hall at 

6:00 pm then head outdoors for 

carnival games and fun! 

Join us for a dunk tank, prizes, 

snacks and more! 

Our regular BOLD meeting times 

will begin on September 20th and 

are as follows: 

•   Sr. High Supper Club – 5:45 

to 7:15 pm 

•   PreK (ages four and five) – 

6:15 to 7:15 pm 

•   Children’s Choir (grades K-5) 

Children, Youth and Family at Trinity! 

All children and youth must be 

registered to participate in our 

programs.  Please take a mo-

ment to register your child today!  

www.tinyurl.com/boldrocregister 

– 6:15 to 6:45 pm 

•   K-1, Grades 2-3, Tween, and 

Jr. High – 6:45 to 7:45 pm 

We can’t wait to see you at 

BOLD! 

See our brochure for important dates 

and information. 

Join us for the fun-filled night! 

NEW Fall Hike Night—October 4th at 5:30 PM 

Our spring hike is such a popular 

event each year, we have decided 

to add a fall outdoor night to the 

calendar!  Join us on the trail with 

nature experts as we learn about 

God’s big world and have fun with 

friends. 

The evening will begin at 5:30 pm 

at the Girl Scout Trail at Chickies 

Rock County Park.  We will meet 

under the pavilion in the Chickies 

Day Use Area accessible from 

Long Lane (between route 23 

and 441).  Map:  

co.lancaster.pa.us/DocumentCen

ter/View/4585. 

All youth groups – PreK through 

12th grade - will meet at the 

same location this year.  Families 

are invited to stay and take part 

in the hike too.  The trail will not 

accommodate strollers – please 

plan accordingly with little ones!   

Be sure to wear long pants, high 

socks, good walking shoes, and 

layered jackets or sweatshirts.  

The sun sets at 6:42 pm; we 

plan to end our hike around 

6:30 pm.  See you on the trail! 

A great night for our youth! 
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Coffee Talk—Now With Espresso 

Coffee Talk is an adult Chris-

tian education opportunity that 

meets in the library at 9:45 on 

Sundays.  The conversation is 

open, exploratory, life-focused, 

and bounces off current events 

and our place in the larger 

community.  

 

 Join the discussion beginning 

September 17th with a re-

vamped format centered around 

Two Big Questions each week.  

Pick up your coffee and come in 

for some Coffee Talk! 

Luther’s Small 

Catechism 

Pastor Foltz’s On-line Study 

Begins Wed., Sept. 6th. 

Join in at 

www.frontlinestudy.com 
Join us Sunday mornings! 

Countdown to Houston—Ten Months! 

Children in Our School District Need YOU! 

The Gathering theme song has 

been announced . . . blogs are 

being published . . . volunteers 

have submitted their applica-

tions . . . the Gathering team is 

working hard . . . Houston is 

going to be amazing!   

Trinity is blessed to be taking 

22 youth and adults to the 

Donegal School District is filled 

with wonderful and amazing 

kids – and some just need a 

little more love than others.  

We are looking for caring men-

tors to share lunch with chil-

dren at school each week! 

Mentors can work one-on-one 

with a child, or become part of 

a “mentoring team.”  Weekly 

meetings would include shar-

2018 Youth Gathering next sum-

mer!  Our team includes:  Pastor 

Mike, Michelle Shirk, Renee 

Weaver, Scott Everhart, Lydia 

Haas, Anika Weaver, Sophie 

Morrison, Aliza Johns, Milli 

Straub, Bethany Crain, Emily 

Ashley, Emma Johnston, Claire 

Stoviak, Ian Parker, Hunter Wil-

liams, Alex O’Shea, Matthew 

ing lunch together, talking, play-

ing games, doing arts and crafts, 

and more.  All mentors must 

submit required background 

checks to the school district 

before beginning to serve. 

A mentor breakfast will be held 

at the Donegal Primary School 

on Tuesday, September 26 at 

8:30 am.  You must be pre-

registered for this event.  Please 

Jackson, Jordan Miller, Ricky 

Fitts, Jake Houck, Ethan Salem, 

and Owen Enterline. 

Want to hear and see what we 

will be experiencing?  Go to  

www.elca.org/gathering to learn 

more.  We are so thankful for 

your support! 

contact Sarita Tevethia at Sari-

ta.Tevethia@donegalsd.org. 

If you would like to learn more 

about mentoring from experi-

enced members of Trinity, 

please talk to:  Elayne Olson, 

Michelle Shirk, Tullia Hydinger, 

Kyra Melleby-Myers, Dave Chris-

tian, Pete Peterman, Jackie 

Rinehart, and Karen Sweeney. 

Coming Summer 2018 

Consider being a mentor this 

school year. 

“Milli Moments”  Highlights the Fun of Choir Camp! 
Fun is at the root of building 

faith – and choir camp is an 

important part of that fun!  

Thanks to Director Ms. Christa 

and fabulous volunteers, twen-

ty six Trinity kids spent a week 

together learning about the 

stories of our faith and using 

their voices to sing about the 

lessons.  They played games 

together, enjoyed creative 

snacks, spent meaningful time 

with volunteer leaders, and en-

hanced their vocal, dancing, and 

acting skills.  Two performances 

“wowed” our worshipping mem-

bers that Sunday morning.  

 

Milli Straub, Trinity’s new vlog-

ger, captured some of this fun 

in her “Milli Moments” debut.  

Check it out at Trinity’s YouTube 

page!  (Go to www.youtube.com 

and search for “Trinity Mount 

Joy.”)  Be sure to subscribe and 

catch all future episodes Milli 

will bring to our church family.   

Vlog featuring our children’s choir 

camp! 
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Sign up in the back of the sanctuary 

Trinity Mom’s Group Will Meet Mondays This Fall 

If you are available from 9:00-

11:00am on Monday mornings, 

we would love to meet you.   

For those who work or have a 

schedule that does not allow for 

you to meet with us, we have 

created a page on Facebook 

called Support Sisters.  It’s a safe 

place to ask for advice about 

parenting, make a prayer request, 

post favorite scripture verses, 

share recipes, etc.  If you would 

like to be added to this group, 

please see Jessica Good.    

Some highlights to look forward 

to this year:  A Secret Sister pro-

gram for all women in the church, 

It’s a new year!  The kids are 

back to school and their activi-

ties are in full swing.  Now it’s 

time for moms everywhere to 

come together, meet over cof-

fee and delicious snacks, and 

join forces to support each oth-

er through laughter, tears, sto-

ries, prayers, and love.    

The Trinity Mom’s Group will 

once again meet the first and 

third Monday’s of the month 

starting September 18th, 2017.  

Whether your child is a new-

born, toddler, teenager, or 

grown and out of the house, we 

welcome ALL mom’s to join us!  

our family night-a pizza packing 

party for Alyssa’s Bedtime Sto-

ries (no longer collecting for 

Operation Christmas Child),  and 

our “We Pray Together, now 

Let’s Play Together” women’s 

event in the Spring.  More infor-

mation about all of these activi-

ties will be coming soon.   

Anyone interested in attending a 

mom’s club meeting, joining our 

Support Sisters page, or partici-

pating in one of our events can 

contact Jessica Good at 717-

341-2571 or sin-

glejess1@comcast.net through-

out the year. 

First Communion Instruction—September 26th 

Is your child ready to begin re-

ceiving communion? 

 

Pastor Matt is offering First 

Communion Instruction on 

Tuesday, September 26th at 

6:30 p.m. in Room 209.  This 

class of young people will receive 

their first communion on Sunday, 

October 8th, at the 11:00 a.m. 

service with our bishop, The Rev. 

James Dunlop presiding. 

 

If any wish to receive communion 

on that Sunday, but are not able 

to make this class, please con-

tact Pastor Matt, and alternative 

training will be arranged. 

 

Please sign up in the back of the 

sanctuary. 

Meeting Mondays this Fall 

New Members Welcome—September 24th 

Wings and Conversation at Joy’s Tavern 

We will welcome new Trinity 

members at the beginning of 

worship services on September 

24th.   

The process of joining Trinity is 

simple and low-pressure; it’s the 

best way to ensure that you’re 

Hey guys… do you like chicken 

wings?  Are you interested in a 

happy hour at our neighbor 

Joy’s Tavern to enjoy some 

wings and discuss life in a spir-

itual context?   

connected to all of our communi-

cations and groups and opportu-

nities, and for you to get any 

questions about this church or 

our Lutheran denomination an-

swered.  

 

Stop in on first Mondays from 5-6 

PM beginning October 2nd for 

Wings and Conversation with 

Pastor Matt.   

You can swing by for a minute on 

the way home or you can make it 

If you or someone you know 

would like to be a part of our 

next new member intake, call 

the office or speak to a staff 

member ASAP! 

a monthly outing; we’ll be there 

trying different sauces and solv-

ing the problems of the world… 

in our own minds, anyway!   

Mark October 2nd on your calen-

dar… see you there!   

Join us in welcoming our new  

members! 

October 2nd, 5:00-6:00PM 
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Trinity’s Comfort Stitchers Ministry 
On Sunday, September 17th & 

24th, take a moment to look at 

the Comfort Stitcher Ministry dis-

play in the back of the sanctuary.  

This ministry creates items that 

bring comfort and joy to many 

during the year and is strictly 

funded by donations.  If you would 

like to help support this ministry, 

simply drop a donation in the 

basket provided or mark “Comfort 

Stitchers” on any envelope and 

place it in the offering plate. 

Completed items have been 

distributed through Hospice of 

Lancaster County, Warm-Up 

America, Water Street Mission 

and other community organiza-

tions as needed.  This ministry 

also supplies Baby Baptism 

Blankets, Prayer Shawls, Prayer 

Mantles, Prayer Squares, “The 

Denim Project” (freshman 

scarves) and smaller projects 

when requested. 

Trinity’s “Comfort Stitchers” 

meet once a month with their 

next meeting scheduled for 

Monday, September 11th at 

6pm in Room 209.  Monthly 

meetings will continue the first 

Monday each month at 6pm, 

October through May. They are 

always looking for more women 

and men to join the group.  You 

do not have to know how to knit 

or crochet!  Contact Elayne 

Olson, Group Coordinator, with 

any questions.  

Please submit addresses to the 

church office. 

Donegal Power Packs Project 

Trinity Serving at Central PA Food Bank for ELCA Day of Service 

Addresses for College Students and Military Personnel Needed 

The Donegal Power Packs Project 

begins preparations for their 3rd 

year of food pack distributions to 

students of the Primary and Inter-

mediate Schools!   A meeting for 

anyone considering to volunteer, 

will be held at 1:30pm on Thurs-

day, September 14th at Trinity.  

You may choose to help often, or 

share a small amount of time.  

How can you assist with this pro-

ject?  Some of the opportunities 

The ELCA will hold their 5th annu-

al “Day of Service” in September.  

Trinity will do their part by forming 

a group of volunteers to serve on 

Saturday, September 16th from 

9:00am-12noon at the Central PA 

Food Bank in Harrisburg.  We will 

likely be packaging fresh produce, 

College Students, Parents and 

Military Families: 

As your  student(s) head off to 

college, please forward their mail-

ing address to the church office.   

Trinity’s Outreach and Compas-

sion Crew groups will share an 

are:  save plastic grocery bags 

and bundle in groups of 10 for 

reuse; track volunteer forms & 

clearances; organize & compile 

information from registration 

forms in googledocs; develop 

simple recipes and order food 

items; check, print & delivery 

weekly signature logs; report 

weekly & monthly participant 

numbers to CORE office & CPFB; 

pack food bags on Thursdays; 

so a large group will be helpful!  

Please wear comfortable work 

clothing and closed toe, sturdy 

footwear.   

We will carpool from Trinity’s 

parking lot, leaving at 8:15am.  A 

sign-up sheet is posted in the 

encouraging word and prayer as 

well as a care package to bright-

en their time away from home 

during the year.  Remember to 

do the same with any family or 

friend(s) that are serving in the 

Military so they may also be in-

cluded. 

and distribute food bags to stu-

dents on Thursdays. 

We do anticipate a growth this 

year and will need additional 

volunteers!   Your consideration 

is appreciated in helping to make 

this valuable project a success 

for the children of our local com-

munity.  Contact Elayne Olson, 

653-4168 or donegalpower-

packs@gmail.com, with any 

questions. 

back of the sanctuary and at 

the  Outreach Ministry Board.  

Volunteers must be 12 years 

and older (although 12-15 

years of age require a guardi-

an).  Direct any questions to 

Elayne Olson. 

Please have this information to 

the church office by Sunday, 

September 24th to be included 

in the first mailing.  You may 

call the church or  email:  

elayne@trinitymountjoy.org. 

Helping families in the Donegal 

School District. 

 

Sign up to be a part of our team! 

All are welcome. 
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September 2017 

Sunday Worship: Traditional 9:45 a.m.   Band-Led Worship: 8:30/11:00 a.m. 

 

     1 
 

2 
9am– Fellowship Mtg 

3 
Focus Group Meet-
ings—8:45, 10:00 & 
11:15 
 

4 
LABOR DAY—
Office Closed 

 

5 

11:15am-Seasoned 

Men’s Group 

6 
Pastor Foltz’s 
Online Study Be-
gins 
9am– Yoga 
7pm– Focus Group 
Meeting 

 

7 
9am-Quilting 
7:30pm—Chancel 
Choir 
 
 

8 9 
 

 

10 

Informational Meet-
ing About Capital 
Campaign—9:45 & 
11:00 
 
9:45am- ROC Open 
House 

11 

9am– Yoga 
 

12 

11:15am-Seasoned 
Men’s Group 

 

13 

9am– Yoga 
6pm– TrinOlympics 
6:45pm–Finance 
Committee 

14 

9am-Quilting 
9:30am– Women’s 
Bible Study 
7pm– Focus Group 
Meeting 
7:30pm—Chancel 
Choir 
 

15 
 

16 
9am– Central PA 
Food Bank 

17 
Congregational 
Meeting for Renova-
tions Phase II 

 
12pm– Youth Wor-
ship Asst. Training 

18 

9am– Yoga 

9am– Mom’s Group 

 

19 

11:15am-Seasoned 

Men’s Group 

7pm- Congregational 

Council 

 

 

 

 

 

20 

9am– Yoga 
5:45pm– Sr. High 
Supper Club 
6:15pm– Children’s 
Choir 
6:45pm– K-8 BOLD 
 

21 
9am-Quilting 
9:30am– Women’s 
Bible Study 
7:30pm—Chancel 
Choir 
 

22 

Alive Jr. High Retreat 

23 
Alive Jr. High Retreat 

24 

Alive Jr. High Retreat 

 

25 

9am-Yoga 

26 

11:15am-Seasoned 

Men’s Group 

6:30pm– First Com-

munion Instruction 

 

 

27 

9am– Yoga 
5:45pm– Sr. High 
Supper Club 
6:15pm– Children’s 
Choir 
6:45pm– K-8 BOLD 

28 

9am-Quilting 
9:30am– Women’s 
Bible Study 
7:30pm—Chancel 
Choir 

29 30 



Trinity Staff 
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Director Youth/Family  Michelle Shirk  michelle@trinitymountjoy.org  426-3783 
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Scott Noon, President scott.noon@trinitymountjoy.org           626-2627 

Debbie Williams, Vice Pres. debbie.williams@trinitymountjoy.org           426-2959 

Wayne Chappel, Treasurer    wayne.chappel@trinitymountjoy.org           393-2322 

Jessica Johnston, Secrty. jessica.johnston@trinitymountjoy.org           928-4008 

Missy Burkholder  missy.burkholder@trinitymountjoy.org           426-0119 

Alex DeCaria  alex.decaria@trinitymountjoy.org           892-3697 

Mindy Leaman  mindy.leaman@trinitymountjoy.org           653-9739 

Joni McCrady  joni.mccrady@trinitymountjoy.org           653-5390 

Geoff Ottens  geoff.ottens@trinitymountjoy.org           653-9322 

Doug Rinehart  doug.rinehart@trinitymountjoy.org           653-8232

Christian Education Gayle Watson 

Evangelism/Comm. Scott Noon 

Fellowship  Tina Ahrens 

   Linda Umberger 

Finance   Wayne Chappel 

Outreach   Carol Rago 

Property   Tracey Olson 

Staff Relations  Marc Spiridigliozzi 

Worship and Music Becky Noon 

Youth   Scott Everhart 

Volunteer Coordinators 

Altar Duty   Cathy Hoffmaster 

Communion Assistants, 8:30 Open 

Communion Assistants, 9:45 Open 

Communion Assistants, 11:00 Open 

Communion Bread   Cathy Hoffmaster 

Greeters, 9:45   Linda Hoffines 

Greeters, 8:30    Open 

Greeters,  11:00   Open 

Lectors, 8:30   Madolin Heisey 

Lectors, 9:45   Donald Miller 

Lectors, 11:00   Linda Boozer 

Altar Flower Delivery  Open 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
 
Return Service Requested 

47 West Main Street 

Mount Joy, PA  17552 

(717) 653-4168 

& 


