December 2017

Trinity Lutheran Church
From Pastor Mike: “The Light Shines Upon Us”
Every year it seems to happen sooner, but it
always happens! The holidays are here!
This incredibly rich time of the year, when we
pass from Advent to Christmas, fills us with
reminders that, despite the darkness of this
world, the light shines upon us!

Upcoming Events:
• Budget Forums—December 3rd
• Joyful Journeys—December 3rd
• Timbers Luncheon —December 4th
• Comfort Stitchers—December 4th
• Wing Men—December 4th
• UDS Gift Wrapping—December 8th
• Jr. High Fun Night—December 8th
• Congregational Meeting—Dec. 10th
• Christmas Cantata—Dec. 17th
• Christmas Eve—December 24th
• Come Into His Presence with Sing-

ing Service—December 31st

And it seems that, each year, we need this
reminder a little more. We need, amidst the
uncertainty that fills our hearts as we look at
the condition of our world, the assurance
that the angel’s song rings true. That God
has come for us, and still comes for us,
through Jesus.
I cannot emphasize the importance of worship in this time enough. While there can be joy in some of
our “secular” celebrations of Christmas, real meaning comes when we connect ourselves to the Christ
story, and worship connects us to that story intimately.
Remembering this, we at Trinity are making every effort to make worship meaningful and exciting in the
coming month. From beautiful services in Advent that recall our need for God’s light, to a NEW cantata
and a Christmas Eve filled with celebration. There will truly be something for everyone as we will lift our
voices through old traditions and new experiences.
So come, remember, and rejoice with us!
Trinity is a family—a large family, yes, but a family nevertheless. We are bound together in the love that
sustains us. Let’s enter this holy time of the year seeking that love. Let’s enter this time sharing that
love, with one another and with the world!
In Christ,
Pastor Mike
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Sunday Morning Worship Schedule
Changes
Please note the following changes to the Sunday Worship
schedule.
•

December 17th: Christmas Cantata: 8:45 and 10:30, No ROC

•

December 24th: Christmas Eve: 10:00 a.m. only, No ROC

•

December 31st: New Years Eve: 10:00 a.m. only, No ROC
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Worship With Us This Christmas Season!
Let there be Christmas!
A New Cantata by Joseph Martin
December 17th
8:45AM and 10:30AM

All are welcome to celebrate this
season with us in worship!

Let there be Christmas is a remarkable work for choir and
orchestra by the celebrated composer, Joseph Martin.
The cantata will employ a full
orchestra, our Trinity Festival
Choir, beautiful dancers and a
telling of the events that brought
Christ to earth.
Joseph Martin is one of the finest
composers in church music today. In Let there be Christmas,
Martin displays both his ability to
use familiar lyrics and hymns in
original ways and his gift for writing beautiful new melodies. The
music and orchestrations are
rich, but immediately accessible
to the listener. Don’t miss this
amazing day!
Advent 4 Service:
Sunday, December 25th
10:00AM
With Christmas Eve on a Sunday,
we have adjusted our morning
schedule. There will be ONE
morning service on Christmas
Eve: a simple, lovely, communion
service.

Christmas Eve Worship Services
Sunday, December 25th
After celebrating the last Sunday of Advent, we will (on the
same day!) have our traditional
slate of Christmas Eve Services!
3:00PM A simple traditional
service featuring a sermon, Holy
Communion (intinction), and
carols. Our “latest” addition to
the Christmas Eve schedule,
this service has grown rapidly
into a large, joyous gathering
that offers those who prefer not
to be on the roads on Christmas
Eve the opportunity to worship.
5:30PM Our service for families
with small children. This wonderful service is both short and
child-friendly. As always, J.J. and
his friends will present the message. There are carols, special
music, and the service ends in
candlelight (with glow sticks for
the little ones!). Holy Communion is not offered at this service.
7:00PM Trinity’s traditional
Family Service. The service includes the same children’s sermon used at 5:30PM and musical offerings from the children’s
and youth choirs. Please come
early for this service as seats
tend to fill quickly! Holy Communion is not offered at this
service.

Our mid-evening service is
something of a combination
between our Family Service
and Midnight Mass. There will
be solo musical offerings, a
traditional sermon, and carols.
Holy Communion is offered at
this service and will be distributed at the communion rail.
There is no children’s sermon
at this service.
11:00PM Trinity’s “Midnight
Mass.” The service features a
full traditional liturgy, music by
the Chancel Choir, and Holy
Communion distributed at the
communion rail.
New Year’s Eve Day
Sunday, December 31st
10:00AM Come Before God’s
Presence with Singing!
A celebration in song featuring
many of the talented members and friends of Trinity!
One service featuring beautiful music, special readings (no
sermon), and Holy Communion. Don’t miss this unique
and loved Trinity Christmas
celebration!
Please make every effort to
join us this season—and feel
free to invite friends and loved
ones! God has sent us the
son! Join us as we lift our voices in praise!

Christmas Eve Worship Schedule
3:00 pm—Traditional Service with Holy Communion
5:30 pm—Service for Families with Small Children
7:00 pm—Traditional Family Service
9:00 pm—Traditional Service with Holy Communion
11:00 pm—Traditional “Midnight” Mass with Holy
Communion

All services include candlelight.
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Youth Choir & Children’s Choir to Sing On Christmas Eve!
Join us during the 7:00 PM
Christmas Eve service as our
Youth and Children’s Choirs present two special pieces of music.
Our Youth Choir will sing “Who Is
This Baby?”, and our Children’s
Choir will sing “Follow the Star”.

Both pieces are written by our
very own choir director, Christa
Schimitsch!
Everyone is welcome to worship
with us!

Special music during the Christmas Eve services!

“Let There Be Christmas” Cantata—December 17th, 8:45 & 10:30AM
This year our choir directors and
festival choir will be presenting an
ALL NEW cantata, “Let There Be
Christmas” by Joseph M Marti on
Sunday, December 17th with
special worship times at 8:45
a.m. and 10:30 a.m.. This beautiful cantata is filled with traditional
carols and original anthems designed to energize the spirit of the
season in everyone!

As in years past, the cantata will
be a celebration with a full choir,
orchestra and ballet.
The congregation is invited to
continue the holiday celebration
between the services in our Fellowship Hall. Our Fellowship
Committee will be providing a
lovely array of goodies and beverages.

Please join us for this beautifully
inspiring service and time of
fellowship! Everyone is welcome!
Note: ROC will not meet on this
day.

Special Worship Times—
8:45AM & 10:30AM

Bob Zink Turns 100!
Bob is a long-time member of Trinity, master basket weaver and a World War II veteran, whose kindness,
friendship, and stories of his life and faith have made him a Trinity treasure!
Please join us in celebrating Bob’s birthday with a card shower. Submit your birthday cards to Trinity by
December 15th to be included in our birthday package.
To hear some of Bob’s story, please watch our video of Bob as a guest speaker in our
Storytelling Through the Arts Class at https://youtu.be/hQxtb9vi9ro.
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ROC and BOLD Christmas Schedule
Christmas Day falls on a Monday this year – which means Christmas Eve is a Sunday!
Here is how our ROC and BOLD schedules will be affected:
Raised on Christ (ROC):
Sunday, December 10th – last day of ROC for 2017
Sunday, December 17th – Cantatas at 8:45 am and 10:30; no ROC
Sunday, December 25th – 10:00 am morning service, no ROC
Sunday, December 31st – 10:00 am morning service, no ROC
Sunday, January 7th – ROC returns normal schedule
BOLD:
Wednesday, December 13th – Crazy Christmas Party; last BOLD for 2017
Wednesday, December 20th – No BOLD
Wednesday, December 27th – No BOLD
Wednesday, January 3rd – BOLD returns; Epiphany Pay-It-Forward Event

Jr. High Fun Night—Friday, December 8th
Jr. High youth and friends: join
us for late-night fun on Friday,
December 8th!
We’ll begin at 8:00 pm with
check-in, ice breakers, and
games in the fellowship hall.

We’ll spend most of the night
playing capture the flag and
manhunt with breaks in between
for pizza, snacks, and Christmas
cookies. Board games and art
projects will be available for
those not wanting to play the

Jr. High Youth, sign up today!

Crazy Christmas Party at BOLD!
BOLD is getting “Christmas
Crazy” this year on Wednesday,
December 13th! Join us at
regular BOLD times and wear
your silliest Christmas combinations you can find.

All groups will meet in their normal locations. The night will be
filled with games, stories,
snacks, and fun – all in the crazy
Christmas theme.
We can’t wait to see you there!

Wear your silliest Christmas outfit

Timbers Christmas Luncheon
featuring the Donegal Rhythm Singers
Monday, December 4th at 11:00 a.m.
All are welcome! Sign up today!

large group games. Pick-up
time is 12:00 midnight.
Permission slips are required
for all participants and are available online and at the youth
bulletin board.

Page 5

December 2017

Epiphany Pay-It-Forward Night: January 3rd
BOLD children and youth: don’t
miss our special gifting night on
Wednesday, January 3rd!
Groups will meet at normal
times and locations, but will
have a very special pay-itforward event to take part in.

We’ll learn about the gifts the
wise men gave to the young Jesus
and then take part in our veryown giving. We will send candy
and cards randomly to our community. Over 100 gifts will be
mailed!

Join us and help to bring a smile
to the lives of our neighbors.

A special night at BOLD

Winterfest for Sr. High Youth at Nawakwa—January 5th-7th
The normal Winterfest event
has been postponed this year,
but in its place we have a Winter Camp option for Sr. High at
Camp Nawakwa! This event will
cost $190 per person and will
be smaller than a normal Winterfest event because of the
limited winterized sleeping facilities at Camp Nawakwa in January. In an effort to create more
space for participants, adult
advisors from congregations will

not attend the event. Instead,
event staff and small group leaders will serve as event advisors.
This will allow us to register up to
85 youth, in grades 9th-12th, at
the time of registration.
To register: Complete individual
registration form, scan, and email
to croberts@lsss-elca.org
Mail a $50 deposit check with a
hard copy of your registration
form to Lower Susquehanna Syn-

od, 900 South Arlington Ave,
Room 220B Harrisburg, PA
17109
Await confirmation email to
make sure you made it in on
time (space is limited to first 85
registrants)

Registration forms available on the
youth bulletin board.

Bring remaining $140 fee, medical forms, and signed covenant
with you to the event.
Forms available at this link:
http://www.lss-elca.org/youthfamily/events/winterfest/

Trinity’s “Wing Men” Gather at Joy’s Tavern—Dec. 4th at 6PM
Hey guys… do you like chicken
wings? Are you interested in a
happy hour at our neighbor
Joy’s Tavern to enjoy some
wings and discuss life in a spiritual context?

Stop in on the first Mondays of
each month at 6:00 PM for wings
and conversation with Pastor
Matt.

a monthly outing; we’ll be there
trying different sauces and solving the problems of the world…
in our own minds, anyway!

You can swing by for a minute on
the way home or you can make it

Mark December 4th on your
calendar… see you there!

Monday, December 4th at 6:00 PM

Advent Day Apart—O Come, Emmanuel
Participate in an Advent Day
Apart at The Wittel Farm, a day
of Bible study, worship, and
prayerful reflection as we prepare for the coming of the
Christ. This is a half-day retreat
on December 8th from 9:00am2:00pm (program begins at
9:30am). The farm is located in
Elizabethtown, where our fall
youth event was held.

Throughout the day, Pastor Victoria Larson will guide us through
prayer practices, bible study, and
conversation grounded in the “O
Antiphons”. The seven titles for
Christ reflected in the ancient
hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel. Walking together through the
verses of this beloved Advent
carol, we will prepare our hearts
for the coming of the Lord with

joyful anticipation.
The $15.00 fee covers lunch
and registration forms can be
found in the church office. You
may also register on-line at:
www.lutherancamping.org/wittel
/events.

Register for this special day at the
Wittel Farm
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Volunteer with the United Disabilities Services Foundation

Join in the fun as Trinity supports UDS

Help the United Disabilities Services Foundation (UDS) this holiday season! The UDS Gift Wrap
Booth at The Park City Center is a
long standing tradition and a
large part of the UDS fundraising
program. In previous years, the
booth has brought in over
$30,000 during this one event to
support the programs UDS provides to the community.
Trinity members are needed to
operate the Gift Wrap Booth on
Friday, December 8th 2pm - 6pm.

Volunteers, ages 14 and older,
can plan to stay the entire four
hours, or indicate what part of
the shift fits their schedule on
the sign-up sheet located at the
Outreach Bulletin Board or in the
back of the sanctuary.
An adult enrichment program,
training of service dogs and fitted wheelchairs are just a few of
the services supported by this
fundraising event. To view all
the additional programs provided, go to www.udservices.org.

Join in the spirit of the holiday
season and help UDS raise
funds to continue their mission
to help people with disabilities.
Interested in volunteering at a
different date and time? Many
openings are available! Contact Lori Spradling at 740-6241866 or lorispradling@hotmail.com. Direct any
questions to Elayne Olson at
elayne@trinitymountjoy.org or
call the church office.

Community Clothing Giveaway—Volunteers Needed
Save The Date:
To Be Held at Trinity SATURDAY,
JANUARY 27th

Kindly sort and mark donations by
gender and size.

Collections to Begin WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 3rd
Preparations for Trinity’s Annual
Community Clothing Give Away
are in the beginning stages! Assistance is needed in planning
certain aspects of this event. See
Elayne Olson if interested in helping.
The storage POD will be in our
parking lot the first week of Janu-

ary and will begin to accept donations of “new” and “gently
used clothing”. Do not hesitate
to spread the word to family,
friends, neighbors and coworkers that clothing items will
be needed.
Clothing is Trinity’s main focus
for this event. Each year, the
most needed items have been
infant clothing, winter coats and
shoes. Please be selective when
cleaning out your closets and do
not include anything that is torn
or stained. A huge help is having items sorted by gender, size

and labeled as such on the outside of the bag. Please note:
Undergarments and bathing suits
will not be accepted.
Watch the Outreach Bulletin
Board for additional information
and volunteer sign-up sheets.
Please plan on a day of fellowship with your Trinity family and a
day of reaching out to the community and making important
connections. This cannot be a
success without your help!

Trinity’s Comfort Stitchers Ministry Serves the Community

Handmade with love and prayers

Our members have been busy
with their hands and needles, and
are prepared to deliver over 100
washcloths to Water Street Mission in the coming months. They
have also created over a dozen
Warm-Up American blankets that
will be distributed to those who
are experiencing homelessness in
neighboring communities.

Currently the group is working on
scarves and hats for their annual
Scarf-Bombing project that will
take place in January at the
Mount Joy town clock. If you
would like to donate gloves or
mittens for this project, simply
drop them off in the church office.
Trinity Comfort Stitchers gather
on the first Monday of every

month at 6:00pm to knit or crochet a variety of projects. New
members are always welcome!
Yarn, supplies and lessons to get
you started are available too!
Join them at any time or contact
Elayne Olson with any questions.
elayne@trinitymountjoy.org
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Sunday Worship: Traditional 9:45 a.m. Band-Led Worship: 8:30/11:00 a.m.
Sunday ROC Education: Children age 2 through Adult: 9:45 a.m.
1

2

9am– Fellowship Mtg

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

29

30

9am– Cantata Practice
9:45 & 11am– Budget
Forums
4pm- Joyful Journeys

9am– Yoga
11:15am-Seasoned
9am– Mom’s Group Men’s Group
11am– Timbers
Luncheon
6pm– Comfort Stitchers
6pm– Wing Men @
Joy’s

Congregational Meet- 9am– Yoga
ing
9am– Cantata Practice

8:45am– Christmas 9am– Yoga
Cantata
9am– Mom’s Group
9:45am– Fellowship
(No ROC)
10:30am– Christmas
Cantata
12pm– Youth Choir
Rehearsal

11:15am-Seasoned
Men’s Group
7pm– Congregational
Council

9am– Yoga
10am– Pastor Foltz’s
Bible Study
5:45pm– Sr. High
Supper Club
6:15pm– Children’s
Choir
6:45pm– K-8 BOLD
6:45pm– Finance
Committee

9am– Yoga
10am– Pastor Foltz’s
Bible Study
5:45pm– Sr. High
Supper Club
6:15pm– Children’s
Choir
6:45pm– K-8 BOLD

11:15am-Seasoned
Men’s Group

9am– Yoga
No BOLD

9am-Quilting
9:30am– Women’s
Bible Study
7:30pm—Cantata
Practice
8pm—Chancel Choir

9am-Quilting
9:30am– Women’s
Bible Study
7:30pm—Cantata
Practice
8pm—Chancel Choir

25

26

27

28

10am– Worship
(No ROC)
Christmas Eve
3pm– Worship
5:30pm– Family
Worship
7pm– Worship
9pm– Worship
11pm– Worship

Christmas Day

11:15am-Seasoned
Men’s Group

9am– Yoga
No BOLD

9am-Quilting

10am– Come Into
His Presence Worship
(No ROC)

9am– FBLA Santa
Breakfast

10am– Cantata Rehearsal

9am-Quilting
9:30am– Women’s
Bible Study
7:30pm– Chancel
Choir

24

31

2pm– UDS Gift
Wrapping Outreach
at Park City Mall
8pm– Jr. High Fun
Night

Trinity Staff
Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Parish Nurse
Outreach Coordinator
Inside Sextons
Director Youth/Family
Dir. of Children’s & Youth Choirs
Adult Choir Director
Organist
Business Manager

Michael J. Martine
Matthew B. Pensinger
Judi Cosgriff, RN
Elayne Olson
Beth and Tom Parker
Michelle Shirk
Christa Schimitsch
Tara Beitzel
Joy Ide
Kim Zern

pastormike@trinitymountjoy.org
pastormatt@trinitymountjoy.org
judi@trinitymountjoy.org
elayne@trinitymountjoy.org
beth@trinitymountjoy.org
michelle@trinitymountjoy.org
christa@trinitymountjoy.org
tara@trinitymountjoy.org
joy@trinitymountjoy.org
kim@trinitymountjoy.org

Congregation Council Members
Scott Noon, President
Debbie Williams, Vice Pres.
Wayne Chappel, Treasurer
Jessica Johnston, Secrty.
Missy Burkholder
Alex DeCaria
Mindy Leaman
Joni McCrady
Geoff Ottens
Doug Rinehart

scott.noon@trinitymountjoy.org
debbie.williams@trinitymountjoy.org
wayne.chappel@trinitymountjoy.org
jessica.johnston@trinitymountjoy.org
missy.burkholder@trinitymountjoy.org
alex.decaria@trinitymountjoy.org
mindy.leaman@trinitymountjoy.org
joni.mccrady@trinitymountjoy.org
geoff.ottens@trinitymountjoy.org
doug.rinehart@trinitymountjoy.org

(717) 368-2791
(717) 253-1132
(717) 689-3332
(717) 669-3897
(717) 517-8145
(717) 426-3783
(570) 832-0245
(717) 405-1733
(717) 464-4684
(717) 471-4237

Committee Leaders
(717) 626-2627
(717) 426-2959
(717) 393-2322
(717) 928-4008
(717) 426-0119
(717) 892-3697
(717) 653-9739
(717) 653-5390
(717) 653-9322
(717) 653-8232

Christian Education
Evangelism/Comm.
Fellowship
Finance
Outreach
Property
Staff Relations
Worship and Music
Youth

Gayle Watson
Scott Noon
Tina Ahrens
Linda Umberger
Wayne Chappel
Carol Rago
Tracey Olson
Marc Spiridigliozzi
Becky Noon
Scott Everhart

Volunteer Coordinators
Greeters, 9:45
Greeters, 8:30
Greeters, 11:00
Lectors, 8:30
Lectors, 9:45
Lectors, 11:00
Altar Flower Delivery

Linda Hoffines
Open
Open
Madolin Heisey
Donald Miller
Linda Boozer
Open

47 West Main Street
Mount Joy, PA 17552
(717) 653-4168

Return Service Requested
Trinity Lutheran Church

Cathy Hoffmaster
Open
Open
Open
Cathy Hoffmaster

&

Altar Duty
Communion Assistants, 8:30
Communion Assistants, 9:45
Communion Assistants, 11:00
Communion Bread

