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Trinity Lutheran Church
From Pastor Matt: “A New Year?”
Another year begins in the world.
Another just ended.

Upcoming Events:
• Fellowship Committee Mtg—Jan. 6th
• Joyful Journeys—January 7th
• Comfort Stitchers—January 8th
• Wing Men—January 8th
• Nat’l Gathering Lunch—Jan. 14th
• Scarf Bombing—January 18th
• New Members—January 21st
• Summer Camp Reunion—Jan. 21st
• Clothing Sorting—January 24th
• Clothing Giveaway Preparations—

January 25th & 26th
• Clothing Giveaway & Community

Meal—January 27th
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It was the worst year ever.
It was the best. year. EVER!!!
It was the year I lost my everything.
It was the year we got married.
It was the year I never stopped being angry.
It was the year I made my own!
It was the year everything changed.
It was a lost year.
It was the year of living on the edge!
It was the year that I struggled.
It was a year that flew by!
It was a year that would. not. END.
It was the year I graduated.
It was the year I quit.
It was the year I found out who I am.
It was the year I found out the diagnosis.
It was a year that I’ll never forget.
It was a year I wish I could forget.
It was a year that felt like five.
It was a year I wish I could do over
It was the year of music!
It was the year I came out.
It was the year we fixed it.
It was a year of brokenness.
It was the year I became Mom.
It was the year I said goodbye to Dad.
It was a year of idiocy!
It was a year that set me free.
It was a GREAT year! It was… a year.

Whatever kind of year it was for you… we are here,
still, and we are together.
We are God’s beloved community.
And we are called as we are every year to love each
other, love people, love God.
It was a year of love.
It will be a year of love.
God loves you. You are loved. Go out and love fiercely and never forget that you are.
Happy New Year.
Pastor Matt

Community Meal with Clothing Giveaway—January 27th
On January 27th, Trinity will
once again open our doors,
reaching out to the community
with our Annual Clothing Giveaway and Community Meal.
The doors will open at 9:00
a.m. At 10:00 a.m. our Fellowship Committee will begin serving a ham dinner complete with
macaroni and cheese, veggies
and dessert.

Please consider volunteering to
prepare and/or serve during this
incredible event.
Sign–up on the Outreach Bulletin Board or contact Elayne Olson for more information.
Community ham dinner—
January 27th
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Trinity’s Got a Grand!
This fall, several folk were in the
sanctuary admiring the newly
upholstered pews, and Carol
Miller asked what did the church
need next?

A beautiful new addition to worship!

Someone quickly said, "A piano.
This sanctuary needs a grand
piano." A week later Carol affirmed her desire to give a piano
in memory of her parents, June
and Irvin Smith.
Carol had this to say about her
parents: “My parents were members of Trinity all their married
life and Dad was very interested
in anything musical. Dad played
trombone, piano and had been

in a dance band in his early
years. Mother was always singing around the house and sang
to all her children. Both parents
sang in the choir at one time.
They were always going to band
concerts in the area. They were
always involved in anything
musical we kids were participating in during our school years.
Music is in our genes. We all
loved it and I’m sure they’d
approve of the piano gift.”

instrument, and very quickly
thereafter the purchase was
approved by the church council.
We are thrilled with this gift. Not
only does a grand piano look
wonderful, the sound is what
really counts in a church sanctuary.
Thank you, Carol Miller and family, for this beautiful gift to Trinity!

So Joy Ide started looking. A
piano tuner friend knew of a
2004 Boston Grand available in
Maryland, so Joy and her husband went to see it, liked the

Anything New In Worship?

Let us know if you can help.

Have you seen the blue
“Communion Assistant” board in
the back of the sanctuary?
Check it out! We have decided
to try a new system in securing
communion assistants on a Sunday morning. It is very simple!

and just come to the back of
the sanctuary at the appropriate
time in the service. If you have
any questions, speak with the
Head Usher. The board will be
prepared prior to Sunday morning by office staff.

When you arrive, see if there is a
card on the board for your worship time. If so, and you wish to
volunteer, simply take the card
off the board, place it in the basket, and you are now an assistant. Take a seat, enjoy worship

We encourage all members to
volunteer in any worship assistant position they feel comfortable with; greeters, lectors, offering assistant, head usher, communion assistant, worship projection operator and flower de-

Wednesday Bible Study Continues in January
Pastor Foltz’s Wednesday 10 AM
Bible study will NOT take a winter
hiatus this year; it continues
(with some slightly less-qualified
guys at the helm) beginning January 10th! Join us at 10 AM on
Wednesdays for study and discussion around the witness of

the Biblical texts; class usually
ends by 11. See you at Bible
study!

livery. See any staff member
with questions and “thank you”
for serving your Trinity family.
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Epiphany Pay-It-Forward Night: January 3rd
BOLD children and youth: don’t
miss our special gifting night on
Wednesday, January 3rd! Groups
will meet at normal times and
locations, but will have a very
special pay-it-forward event to
take part in.

We’ll learn about the gifts the
wise men gave to the young Jesus and then take part in our
very-own giving. We will send
candy and cards randomly to our
community. Over 100 gifts will
be mailed!

Join us and help to bring a
smile to the lives of our neighbors.

A special night at BOLD.

Houston Lunch Meeting—Sunday, January 14th
It’s time to plan for our summer
Houston trip! All Gathering youth
and leaders should plan to join
us on Sunday, January 14th for a
very important planning meeting.
We’ll meet in the fellowship hall
for lunch following the 11:00
service. We’ll be working on our

t-shirt designs, group covenant,
and planning our activities and
meals for the week. The meeting
should end around 1:30 pm.
Looking forward to seeing you
there!

Planning for the 2018 National Youth Gathering

Summer Camp Reunion Party—Sunday, January 21st
All children and youth who have
attended Lutheran camps in the
past are invited to join Ms. Beth
and Ms. Michelle for a Summer
Camp Reunion Party!
We’ll gather together in the comfy couch room on Sunday, January 21st from 11:00 to 11:30
am. We’ll have games, snacks,
and share memories of camp.
Come share your memories of summer camp!

We can’t wait to hear your favorite memories!

Clothing Sorting Night at BOLD
It is time for our annual clothing
giveaway and that means we
have a great night in store for our
BOLD kids and leaders. Join us
on Wednesday, January 24th and
be a part of the fun! All ages are
invited to help.
We will be needing heavy-lifters
around 5:45 pm as we unload

the PODS unit. Sr. High Youth –
you will be part of this group!
Pizza dinner will happen first in
the Fellowship Hall followed by
the unloading of the PODS unit.
Children’s Choir will meet at 6:15
pm and children will be escorted
to the Fellowship Hall afterwards
to meet their youth groups and

leaders. PreK will meet in their
normal spaces at 6:15 pm and
have their own part to play in
the sorting.
At 6:45 pm all other youth and
adults should report to the
Fellowship Hall for instruction
and the sorting process.
Please join us as we prepare
for this very important event!

All ages are welcome to help!
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Youth Sunday/SuperBowl Coming Soon!

A great day of youth serving Trinity!

The Super Bowl on Sunday,
February 4th will be filled with
tradition, food, and fun for
many families in our church.
Trinity has its own twist on this
festive day – Youth Sunday
and The “Souperbowl!”

Trinity kids lead all parts of the
worship services at 8:30 am,
9:45 am, and 11:00 am. They
also collect food and cash donations for the Mount Joy Food
Bank. Sign up for your volunteer
spot at: www.tinyurl.com/
youthsunday2018.

Bring along your donations and
don’t miss this day with over 60
youth serving!

Jr. High Service Day—February 10th

Jr. High Youth, sign up today!

Jr. High youth are invited to
serve at the Central PA Food
Bank on Saturday, February
10th. We’ll be leaving Trinity
at 8:00 am that morning and

serving until around 12:00 noon.
Wear closed toe shoes and bring
along $15.00 for lunch. Space
is limited; sign up early!

Sr. High One-Day Retreat—”Relationships: The Good, The Bad, The Messy”
The Sr. High One-Day Retreat is
coming! Mark your calendars
for Sunday, February 18th from
4:00 to 10:00 pm.
Sr. High Youth, sign up today!

Our topic this year is
“Relationships: The Good, The
Bad, The Messy.” Our afternoon will be filled with games,

activities, discussions, and fun
as we explore how we interact
with others in our lives. After
dinner we’ll play everyone’s favorite games – Capture the Flag,
Man-Hunt, and The Hunger
Games/Zombies.

Friends are invited to join you –
sign up at the youth bulletin
board. Permission forms available there and online.

Mom’s Group & Alyssa’s Bedtime Stories: A Great Partnership
The Mom’s Group would like to
thank everyone who helped
make this year’s small group
project a huge success! Because of the generosity of the
congregation, Thrivent Financial, and the help of the families who volunteered on the
pizza/packing night, we were
able to pack over 100 gift bags
for local children in need.

100 gift bags donated to children in
Lancaster County.

Each gift bag included a pair of
pajamas, warm socks or slippers, a toothbrush and toothpaste, age appropriate books,
and a toy or stuffed animal.

Lilian, the mother of Alyssa, was
able to attend our packing night
with her two youngest children
and told us the story of how the
non-profit was started and the
various children who they have
been able to help over the years.
Many of the bags we packed will
be helping families in the Lancaster area this holiday season.
Thank you to every single person
who helped in any way to make
it a success-big or small, you
helped make it happen!
Because this congregation is so
generous, and numerous larger

toy gifts were donated, we were
also able to help a local family
in the Donegal community, and
donate several stuffed animal
toys to the Donegal Primary
School for their Toys for Tots
collection. We still have some
toys leftover that we will donate
as the need arises. THANK YOU
for your kindness and for helping to make the holiday season
a little brighter for kids in our
community.

Page 5

January 2018

Spiritual Truth Seekers Adult Class—9:45 AM Sunday Mornings
Our Spiritual Truth Seekers
Adult Ed class meets Sunday
mornings at 9:45 a.m. in Room
209. Everyone is welcome to
join!
Throughout January, STS will be
discussing “Europe’s Final
Stand—America’s Final Warning”. Written and directed by
Martin Mawyer, founder of the

Christian Action Network, this
two-part program looks at the
spread of radical Islam throughout Europe, and the attempted
opposition, and how it affects
America.

study. The class may possibly
extend an extra week with a
study on meditation.
All are invited!
Trinity offers three Adult Ed opportunities on Sunday mornings!

Beginning February 11th, Pastor
Mike, Pastor Matt, Tullia Hydinger
and Deb Smith will lead us in a
study of prayer in this 3-week

New Members to be Welcomed on January 21st
We will welcome new Trinity
members at the beginning of
the 11 AM worship service on
January 21st.
The process of joining Trinity is
simple and low-pressure; it’s the
best way to ensure that you’re

connected to all of our communications and groups and opportunities, and for you to get any
questions about this church or
our Lutheran denomination answered. If you or someone you
know would like to join Trinity as

a new member, call the office or
speak to a staff member ASAP!

Contact the Pastor Matt!

Trinity’s Wing Men—Monday, January 8th at 6PM
When: First Monday of each
month, 6 PM (except when the
first Monday is New Year’s Day)
Where: Joy’s Tavern (directly
across Main Street from the
front doors of Trinity),
www.joystavern.com
Who: Trinity men of all ages are
welcome!
What: We eat wings (and other

delicious food items), drink beverages, and solve the problems of
the world! Seriously… we have
discussion questions.
“Try the Hot wings!” – Reade, big
fan of the whole-body fire experience.
“Maple Powdered Sugar wings:
surprisingly delicious!” – Shawn,
flavor adventurer.

“Jamaican Jerk? Sweet Chili?
Why not both?!” – Pastor M,
noted sauce-and-spice mixer.
“Are you gonna finish that?” –
other Pastor M, keeping his eye
on the ball.
Join the Wing Men, Monday January 8th at 6 PM!!!

Monday, January 8th at 6:00 PM

Annual Chili Cook-Off on Sunday, Feb. 11th—All Are Welcome!
Once again our Annual Chili
Cook-Off will be held on a Sunday after worship on February
11th at noon! Everyone is welcome!

and amateurs, to showcase their
favorite chili and dessert recipes.
Prizes will be awarded for favorite
chili, best dessert by an adult and
best dessert by a child.

This time of fellowship and
friendly competition allows
young and old, professionals

Baked potatoes, macaroni and
cheese, and veggie trays are being provided by the Fellowship

Committee.
Not a chili-maker or dessertbaker? No problem, join us anyway for this fun, fellowship
event!
Please sign up in the back of the
sanctuary.

Everyone welcome!
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Free Clothing Give-Away and Community Meal

Please indicate gender and size on all
clothing donations.

Donations of “new” and “gently
used clothing”, infant through
adult, will be accepted beginning
Wednesday, January 3rd through
January 24th. Please mark all
donations with gender and size on
the outside of each bag or box.
Remember to ask family, friends
and co-workers if they have any
clothing items to donate! Small
children's sizes are always in
short supply.
The storage POD will be open
daily Monday - Thursday 9am3pm, Wednesday 6-8pm and
Sunday mornings. Reminder: DO
NOT place items in the Salvation

Army collection bin if intended
for Trinity’s event. We do not
have access to the contents of
this container.

teer. Even if you can only share
a small amount of time, everyone’s help is important and
greatly appreciated!

Important dates will be Wednesday, January 24th in the evening
when we empty the POD to begin
sorting, and then Thursday and
Friday during the day as we sort
and organize the clothing. A
large group of volunteers will be
needed the day of the event,
Saturday, January 27th! Our
doors will open to the public at
9am and close at 12:30pm. A
sign-up sheet is located on the
Outreach Bulletin Board to volun-

Our Fellowship Committee will
be organizing a Community
Meal which will begin at 10am
until all food items are gone. If
you have any questions as to
how you can help, please contact Elayne Olson. Please plan
on a day of fellowship with your
Trinity family and a day of
reaching out to the community
and making important connections. This cannot be a success
without your help!

Scarf Bombing in Mount Joy—Donated Items Needed By Jan. 14th
Trinity’s Comfort Stitchers are
preparing for their Scarf Bombing
project which will be held the middle of January. Their hearts and
hands have been busy in creating
hats and scarves, but they’d also
like to include gloves and mittens.

Gloves and mittens needed for outreach project in Mount Joy.

simply drop them off in the church
office by Sunday, January 14th.
Then, watch for the items to appear around the town clock to help
keep those in need warm during
the winter months.

If you would like to donate any
gloves or mittens for this project,

Donegal Power Packs Project Update:

Food packs continue to reach
Donegal students.

Trinity continues to be a strong
force in the operation of the Donegal Power Packs Project. Every
Thursday afternoon community
volunteers come together to assemble food packs which are
sent home at the end of the
school day with enrolled students
in the Primary and Intermediate
schools. Currently there are 61
families, totaling 157 students, in

the Donegal School District receiving food packs. And, our
numbers continue to rise each
week!
Our project will continue until
May 31, 2018 this school term.
Please help “spread the word” to
families who may benefit from
the project as they may enroll at
any time. Also, any community

member or business can support
the project as a volunteer or by
submitting a monetary donation
to The Donegal Foundation. To
volunteer, see the sign-up genius
account at
http://tinyurl.com/DPPP201718
for the schedule. Any questions
can be directed to Elayne Olson.

For a special event at Trinity!
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Sunday Worship: Traditional 9:45 a.m. Band-Led Worship: 8:30/11:00 a.m.
Sunday ROC Education: Children age 2 through Adult: 9:45 a.m.
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

26

27

11:15am-Seasoned
Men’s Group

9am– Yoga
Clothing Sorting
5:45pm– Sr. High
Supper Club
6:15pm– Children’s
Choir, PK BOLD
6:45pm– K-8 BOLD

25

9am– Yoga

Clothing Sorting
9am-Quilting
7:30pm– Chancel
Choir

Clothing Sorting

Clothing Giveaway

29

30

31

9am– Mom’s Group
9am– Yoga

11:15am-Seasoned
Men’s Group

9am– Yoga
5:45pm– Sr. High
Supper Club
6:15pm– Children’s
Choir, PK BOLD
6:45pm– K-8 BOLD

11:15am-Seasoned
Men’s Group

4pm– Joyful Journeys 9am– Mom’s Group 11:15am-Seasoned
9am– Yoga
Men’s Group
6pm– Comfort Stitchers
6pm– Wing Men @
Joy’s

12pm– National Gath- 9am– Yoga
ering Meeting

New Member Received
11am– Summer
Camp Reunion for
Kids

28

11:15am-Seasoned
Men’s Group
7pm– Congregational
Council

9am– Yoga
5:45pm– Sr. High
Supper Club
6:15pm– Children’s
Choir, PK BOLD
6:45pm– K-8 BOLD

9am– Yoga
10am– Bible Study
5:45pm– Sr. High
Supper Club
6:15pm– Children’s
Choir, PK BOLD
6:45pm– K-8 BOLD
6:45pm– Finance
Committee

9am– Yoga
10am– Bible Study
5:45pm– Sr. High
Supper Club
6:15pm– Children’s
Choir, PK BOLD
6:45pm– K-8 BOLD

9am-Quilting
9:30am– Women’s
Bible Study
7:30pm—Chancel
Choir

9am-Quilting
9:30am– Women’s
Bible Study
7:30pm—Chancel
Choir

Scarf Bombing
9am-Quilting
7:30pm—Chancel
Choir

9am– Fellowship Mtg

Trinity Staff
Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Parish Nurse
Outreach Coordinator
Inside Sextons
Director Youth/Family
Dir. of Children’s & Youth Choirs
Adult Choir Director
Organist
Business Manager

Michael J. Martine
Matthew B. Pensinger
Judi Cosgriff, RN
Elayne Olson
Beth and Tom Parker
Michelle Shirk
Christa Schimitsch
Tara Beitzel
Joy Ide
Kim Zern

pastormike@trinitymountjoy.org
pastormatt@trinitymountjoy.org
judi@trinitymountjoy.org
elayne@trinitymountjoy.org
beth@trinitymountjoy.org
michelle@trinitymountjoy.org
christa@trinitymountjoy.org
tara@trinitymountjoy.org
joy@trinitymountjoy.org
kim@trinitymountjoy.org

Congregation Council Members
Scott Noon, President
Debbie Williams, Vice Pres.
Wayne Chappel, Treasurer
Jessica Johnston, Secrty.
Missy Burkholder
Alex DeCaria
Mindy Leaman
Joni McCrady
Geoff Ottens
Doug Rinehart

scott.noon@trinitymountjoy.org
debbie.williams@trinitymountjoy.org
wayne.chappel@trinitymountjoy.org
jessica.johnston@trinitymountjoy.org
missy.burkholder@trinitymountjoy.org
alex.decaria@trinitymountjoy.org
mindy.leaman@trinitymountjoy.org
joni.mccrady@trinitymountjoy.org
geoff.ottens@trinitymountjoy.org
doug.rinehart@trinitymountjoy.org

(717) 368-2791
(717) 253-1132
(717) 689-3332
(717) 669-3897
(717) 517-8145
(717) 426-3783
(570) 832-0245
(717) 405-1733
(717) 464-4684
(717) 471-4237

Committee Leaders
(717) 626-2627
(717) 426-2959
(717) 393-2322
(717) 928-4008
(717) 426-0119
(717) 892-3697
(717) 653-9739
(717) 653-5390
(717) 653-9322
(717) 653-8232

Christian Education
Evangelism/Comm.
Fellowship
Finance
Outreach
Property
Staff Relations
Worship and Music
Youth

Gayle Watson
Scott Noon
Tina Ahrens
Linda Umberger
Wayne Chappel
Carol Rago
Tracey Olson
Marc Spiridigliozzi
Becky Noon
Scott Everhart

Volunteer Coordinators
Greeters, 9:45
Greeters, 8:30
Greeters, 11:00
Lectors, 8:30
Lectors, 9:45
Lectors, 11:00
Altar Flower Delivery

Linda Hoffines
Open
Open
Madolin Heisey
Donald Miller
Linda Boozer
Open

47 West Main Street
Mount Joy, PA 17552
(717) 653-4168

Return Service Requested
Trinity Lutheran Church

Cathy Hoffmaster
Open
Open
Open
Cathy Hoffmaster

&

Altar Duty
Communion Assistants, 8:30
Communion Assistants, 9:45
Communion Assistants, 11:00
Communion Bread

